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Honoring Brenda Storie During Support Staff Week 

  
Brenda Storie is being recognized for her 34 years of service for Ponca City Public Schools during Support Staff Week. 
Brenda currently serves as Executive Director of Finance for the school district. 
  
Brenda graduated from Beggs High School in 1976, and a week and a half later married her husband now of 45 years, 
Russell Storie. She worked in Tulsa one year for an independent oil company and in 1977 started working as a teller for 
the Bank of Beggs. Throughout her 10 years of working at the bank, she was a teller, loan secretary, independent 
insurance agent and operations officer. 
  
“When Russell graduated from OSUIT in the summer of 1987, he was offered a position in HVAC with then Conoco 
(ConocoPhillips; Phillips 66), so he and I moved to Ponca City with our five-year-old son Rustin. In 1992 they added their 
daughter, Myka, and in 1993 added Chris Adams and Jacki (Adams) Benton to the family. “All four of my children 
graduated from Ponca City High School,” said Storie. “In fact, not only do all four of my children work in the education 
community, but my children’s spouses also all work for educational entities.” 
  
“When I began working for Ponca City Public Schools 34 years ago, I was the payroll clerk, encumbrance clerk, Clerk of 
the Board of Education, minutes clerk, sick leave and ER contracts and files,” she said. “Things changed around a little bit 
a few times from time-to-time in finance and HR, but I became the Business Manager/Treasurer and am now the 
Executive Director of Finance/Treasurer.” 
  
Q&A with Brenda Storie: 
  
Why did you decide to go into the education field? 
Before 1981 in Oklahoma, the County Treasurer for each county was also the Treasurer for all school districts within their 
respective county, and all the interest revenue for deposits & investments for school district funds stayed with the county 
instead of each school district receiving the interest revenue from their investments. Then, a law was passed where each 
Oklahoma school district could hire an in-house Treasurer to handle their funds, and consequently, the district would 
receive the interest revenue from their deposits & investments for their budget each year. At the time, I was working for  
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the bank in Beggs, Oklahoma. The President of the bank went to the school district’s Board meeting and offered my 
services as an employee of the bank if the school district would open their accounts for deposits and investments at our 
bank. So, before moving to Ponca City in 1987, I was the Treasurer for Beggs Public Schools beginning in January 1981 
through the time when I moved. At the bank, I was the Operations Officer and also did payroll and minutes for the monthly 
Board of Director’s meetings, so when in the process of moving to Ponca City, a position was open in the district’s finance 
area; I applied, and 34 years later, here I am. 
  
What has kept you here so long? 
I love my job. I really like finance and numbers. I have always said my one God-given talent is … I can do math. Being in 
the education community, I have met a lot of people through work and have had the privilege of working with lots of Ponca 
City school employees throughout the years. I worked at the bank for 10 years and really enjoyed my job there, but as I 
look back now, I do not think I would have grown as much professionally if I had stayed in the banking industry as I have 
because of working in the field of education. My job here at Ponca City Schools has pushed me to continually grow and 
learn more professionally. Throughout my earlier years in Ponca, I continued my education to receive a Bachelors degree 
in Business and Human Resources, and also, by staying in school so long myself, I learned a lot along the way as 
technology continually became more prevalent in the workforce. 
  
Your favorite memory of working for Ponca City Public Schools: 
I have a lot of memories working for Ponca City Public Schools throughout the past 34 years; it is hard to look back 
toward a favorite. I’ve worked for 5 superintendents, and 4 have been amazing to work for and with. This says a lot about 
how and why I have worked here for 34 years. I count myself very fortunate to have had the opportunity to work with great 
leaders who have encouraged and helped me continually grow and develop through the years.   

 

 


